
Elk are being restored in Ontario

Similarities &
differences:

A 5- to 6- month-
old elk calf will be
about the same size as
an adult white-tail
doe.

Elk have a short tail; 

Deer have a long tail
with a white underside.

Adult Elk stand 1.2-
1.5 m (4.0-5.0 ft.)at the
shoulders; 

Adult Deer stand
0.9-1.1 m (3.0-3.5 ft.)
at the shoulders.

Elk have a tan rump
patch, black legs and
black neck;

Deer have legs the
same colour as their
bodies, and a white
throat patch.

Elk antlers sweep
back;

Deer antlers curve
forward.

BE SURE OF YOUR TARGET

ELK CALVES &
WHITE-TAIL
DOES:

TAILS:

SIZE:

COLOURING:

ANTLERS:

ELK CALF

A 5- to 6- month-old elk calf will be about
the same size as an adult white-tail doe.

WHITE-TAIL DOE

ELK

TAIL:
short

ANTLERS:
sweep back

ANTLERS:
curve forward

COLOURING:
white throat patch

DEER

Elk Restoration Unit - Cambrian College
With support from:
Ministry of Natural Resources • Living Legacy Trust • 
Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation • Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation Canada • Ontario Federation of Anglers and
Hunters • Safari Club International (Ontario Chapter)

SIZE:
0.9-1.1 m (3.0-3.5 ft.) 
at the shoulders

TAIL:
long with white
underside

SIZE:
1.2-1.5 m (4.0-5.0 ft.) 
at the shoulders

RUMP:
tan rump
patch

COLOURING:
black legs and
neck

Watch for similarities and differences between 
ELK and WHITE-TAILED DEER.


