












Policy Proposal Notice:    
EBR Registry 

Number:   012-1353  
Title:  
Lake Nipissing Fisheries Management Plan  

  Ministry:  
Ministry of Natural Resources  
Date Proposal loaded to the 
Registry:  
March 25, 2014  

  

 

  
Some web links in this notice have been updated due to a web migration project. If you cannot access information 

that was previously available, you can request assistance from the contact listed in this notice. The remainder of the 
notice has not been altered. 

Notice updated on May 12, 2014 to provide notification that the ministry is proceeding with a decision on the Ontario 
Fishing Regulations for walleye and bass on Lake Nipissing as proposed (see Environmental Registry Notice # 012-

1724). These changes will come into effect May 17, 2014. Public input on the balance of the draft plan is being 
considered and a decision notice on the final Lake Nipissing Fisheries Management Plan is pending. 

 

  
Keyword(s):   Fish and Wildlife  

 
The comment period for this proposal is now over.  

  
Description of Policy:  

The Ministry of Natural Resources in cooperation with the Lake Nipissing Fisheries 
Management Plan Advisory Council (LNFMPAC) recently drafted a new Fisheries 
Management Plan for Lake Nipissing. Lake Nipissing, a Specially Designated 
Water, is located within the broader Fisheries Management Zone 11. The proposed 
plan was developed using the Ecological Framework for Recreational Fisheries 
Management. It considers a broad set of lake and fish population objectives and 
management strategies that promote a healthy and ecologically diverse 
ecosystem. The plan recognizes the importance of maintaining and recovering 
sustainable fish populations and the significant cultural, economic, and recreational 
value of the fishery to the North Bay and surrounding area. The plan outlines 
proposed management actions, including regulatory changes to some fish species.  

The ministry has strong concerns for the state of the Lake Nipissing walleye 
population. Recent data reviews show that juvenile walleye, currently the most 
abundant size classes in the population, are being harvested prior to maturing at a 
rate that is currently not sustainable. Further, surveys in 2013 revealed below 
average recruitment and a decrease in the overall number of adult females.  
 
The current status of the walleye population is the result of an extended period of 
overfishing by both the recreational and commercial fisheries. The ministry is 
committed to working with the recreational angling community and the local First 
Nations regarding the long term sustainable management of the Lake Nipissing 
Fishery.  
 
To aid in the recovery of the Lake Nipissing walleye population, the ministry is 
proposing a change to the current walleye fishing regulation from a protected slot 
size of 40 to 60cm to a minimum size limit of 46cm (i.e. no fish under 46 cm (18 
inches)). There are no proposed changes to the current catch limit or season.  
 
The ministry is also proposing to open the season for bass (smallmouth and 
largemouth) one week earlier than the current opening date, providing an additional 
week of bass fishing opportunities.  

  Contact: 

Eric Cobb 
Management Biologist 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
Regional Operations Division 
Northeast Region 
North Bay District 
3301 Trout Lake Road 
North Bay Ontario 
P1A 4L7  
Phone: (705) 475-5530  
Fax: (705) 475-5500  



 
Management strategies for the lake have been informed by the best available 
science, discussions with the LNFMPAC and in consideration of preliminary 
feedback received in the early planning stages.  
 
Consultation with, and engagement of interested and affected public, stakeholders, 
First Nations, and other governments and ministries has and will continue to form 
a critical component in the development of the Lake Nipissing Fisheries 
Management Plan.  

Purpose of Policy:  

The purpose of the posting is to seek input and comments from the public on the 
proposed Fisheries Management Plan for Lake Nipissing. 

Other Information: 

The proposed fishery regulation changes on Lake Nipissing require a change to 
the Ontario Fishery Regulations (OFR). The Fisheries Act, R.S.C., 1985, Chap F-
14, as amended, and its regulations, including the Ontario Fishery Regulations 
(OFR), SOR/89-93 are not prescribed under the Environmental Bill of Rights. Under 
Subsection 14(1) of the OFR, the provincial Minister of Natural Resources may, 
through the issuance of a variation order, vary a close time, fishing quota or limit 
on the size or weight of fish where a close time, fishing quota or limit on the size or 
weight of fish is already fixed in respect of an area under these regulations.  

The following web-links provide supporting information to the proposed Fisheries 
Management Plan:  
 
Draft Lake Nipissing Fisheries Management Plan /Lake Nipissing Factsheets and 
Data Review 

• BULLETIN - Ministry of Natural Resources Implements Changes to the Lake 
Nipissing Recreational Fishery (PDF, 133 kb)  
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110489.pdf   
 
• Lake Nipissing Fisheries Management Plan -- DRAFT March 2014 (PDF, 1.8 mb)  
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110505.pdf   
 
• Lake Nipissing Fisheries Management Plan Factsheet (PDF, 346 kb) - UPDATED  
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110491.pdf   
 
• Five Critical Facts about Walleye in Lake Nipissing Factsheet (PDF, 370 kb) - 
UPDATED  
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110492.pdf   
 
• Five Facts about Bass in Lake Nipissing Factsheet (PDF, 236 kb) - UPDATED  
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110490.pdf   
 
• Five Facts about Yellow Perch in Lake Nipissing Factsheet (PDF, 238 kb)  
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110493.pdf   
 
• Fact Sheet: Lake Nipissing Walleye Data Review, 1967- 2011 (PDF, 120 kb)  
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_098192.pdf   

• Report: Lake Nipissing Data Review 1967 to 2011 - Final Report November 2012 
(PDF, 3.1 MB)  

http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110489.pdf
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110505.pdf
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110491.pdf
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110492.pdf
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110490.pdf
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_110493.pdf
http://apps.mnr.gov.on.ca/public/files/er/stdprod_098192.pdf


http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/lake-nipissing-data-review-1967-
2011-final-report-november-2012  

The proposed Fisheries Management Plan can also be viewed at the following 
location during regular business hours; please call to make an appointment:  
 
Eric Cobb  
Management Biologist  
Ministry of Natural Resources, North Bay District  
3301 Trout lake Road  
North Bay, ON P1A 4L7  
Phone: 705-475-5530 Fax: 705-475-5500  
Email: eric.cobb@ontario.ca  

 
 
Public Consultation: 

This proposal was posted for a 30 day public review and comment period starting 
March 25, 2014. Comments were to be received by April 24, 2014. 

All comments received during the comment period are being considered as part of 
the decision-making process by the Ministry of Natural Resources. 

Please Note: All comments and submissions received have become part of the 
public record. 

 
 
Other Public Consultation Opportunities: 

A series of public information sessions were held during the spring of 2013 to inform 
the public of plan development commencement and to receive input into the 
development of the plan.  
 
During the review and comment period, the ministry will be doing a local and 
provincial-level stakeholder mail-out to inform and invite the public to comment on 
and provide input into the proposed plan, through advertisements in local 
newspapers and other forms of media. The ministry will also be meeting with 
targeted stakeholder groups to seek input on the proposed plan throughout the 
comment period.  
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