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OFAH FILE: 410A/452
January 21, 2015

Ms. Deb Stetson, Manager
Wildlife Policy Section
Ministry of Natural Resources
300 Water Street
Peterborough, Ontario

K9J 3C7

Deb
Dear Ms, Stefson:

Subject: Wild Turkey Management

On behalf of the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH), and its 100,000 members, subscribers
and supporters, and 725 member clubs, we have highlighted three important areas of wild turkey
management that should be given further consideration by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
(MNRF). We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with MNRF Wildlife Policy Section staff to discuss
the following:

1. Reporting/Monitoring
The OFAH supports the collection of harvest and hunting activity data at a level that enables the
MNREF to best manage the province's wild turkey population. We also recognize the need for a
combination of mandatory and voluntary surveys for licensed hunters.

While recent deer hunter sighting data would suggest turkey populations are stable, there continues
to be a declining trend in Wild Turkey Harvest Reporting. The OFAH remains concerned about
the ongoing drop in hunter reporting rates, and is committed to working with the MNRF to
explore opportunities to address this issue. First and foremost, to get an estimate of non-reporting
bias in mandatory harvest reports, we recommend the MNRF collect additional data through a
turkey hunting mail survey.

2. Ontario Wild Turkey Working Group
The OFAH has been a long-standing member of the Ontario Wild Turkey Working Group
(OWTWG). We recognize the challenges of reconvening the OWTWG, as several members have
retired from their respective organizations; however, we strongly encourage the MNRF to maintain
a forum for this important group, and meet at least once a year, to discuss the management of wild
turkeys in the province. This group would be an ideal venue to discuss the efficacy of new or
expanded turkey hunting opportunities (e.g. bows-only fall wild turkey hunt proposed by the OFAH
in the past). We value the role of this working group and believe there are many benefits to
revitalizing its membership. The OFAH would be happy to work with the MNRF to determine
how the OWTWG can continue to play an important role in wild turkey management in Ontario.
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3. Youth Wild Turkey Hunts
The wild turkey population in Ontario continues to thrive, and we continue to train a large number
of apprenticeship hunters. Youth wild turkey hunts are presently in effect in a number of US
jurisdictions (and the Province of Manitoba) to increase hunter recruitment and retention, and
enhance youth hunting opportunities (jurisdictional scan attached). Likewise, we believe initiating
a Youth Wild Turkey Hunt on a weekend prior to the regular season in Ontario, would provide the
following benefits:
e Promote Youth Hunting Heritage: Encourages the involvement of young people in wild
turkey hunting to help ensure the future of hunting for generations to come.
¢ Recreational Opportunities: The proposal would provide additional sustainable and quality
wild turkey hunting opportunities to young hunters in Ontario.
e Conservation: Young people introduced to wild turkey hunting at an early age, will
develop a greater understanding and appreciation of conservation.
o Safety: Helps ensure safety and a quality wild turkey hunting experience for new young
hunters.

We appreciate your consideration of these important topics and would welcome the opportunity to discuss
our recommendations with you further. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours in Conservation,

Mot

Matt DeMille
Manager, Fish & Wildlife Services

MD/ds/gh
Attach.

cc: OFAH Board of Directors
OFAH Sporting Dogs/Small Game/Migratory Birds/Wetlands Advisory Committee
Angelo Lombardo, OFAH Executive Director
Mark Ryckman, OFAH Senior Wildlife Biologist
Dawn Sucee, OFAH Fish and Wildlife Biologist
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