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Personal Liability Coverage

Demystifying your member insurance coverage
I am not an insurance professional, but in my visits and discussions
with various clubs throughout the province, I am frequently
asked about the liability insurance coverage provided through the
OFAH. Because of this, I have spoken to our insurance brokers,
and I’m pleased to provide you with further information in
answer to the most frequently asked questions.
Understanding liability coverage is not easy, and the answers
are rarely black and white. Determining if liability exists is
complicated. There must be an investigation to determine if the
cause and origin of the loss falls within the scope of the liability
coverage provided by the policy.
What is clear is that in some cases, incorrect information is being
provided to anglers and hunters in Ontario and we’d like to set
the record straight.
Some organizations may unintentionally be representing their
insurance as primary coverage, when in fact it is not. The
individual members’ public liability insurance coverage provided
through your OFAH insurance is excess, not primary; the same
as what is provided through other organizations.
If you are ever in a situation where there is a lawsuit brought
against you as a result of a covered activity for third party bodily
injury or property damage, your first line of defense is and always
will be your personal homeowner’s policy or any other primary
personal insurance that you may carry. This is the same for all
insurance offered through other organizations, regardless of
claims to the contrary.
Your homeowners policy SHOULD ALWAYS be notified
and respond first in the case of a third party bodily injury or
property damage claim against you. Be aware, however, that
most homeowner’s policies contain a clause to the effect that, “if
there are criminal charges laid in connection with a claim, your
homeowner’s policy may have the right to deny coverage”. (i.e.
deny coverage as a result of being charged with a criminal act).
If you are involved in an accident that causes third party bodily
injury or property damage as a result of either hunting and/or
recreational shooting, there will likely be some form of criminal
charge laid against you. This could open the door for your
homeowner’s policy to deny your claim, leaving you without any
insurance coverage and the potential of a very large settlement
and/or legal expenses to deal with if you are found at fault.

If your homeowner’s policy denies coverage, this is where any
other personal insurance coverage that you may have kicks in (i.e.
the excess personal liability coverage that comes with your OFAH
membership). Your excess insurance could possibly respond
with coverage even though there was a criminal charge.
Coverage would be determined once the insurance company
has completed its investigation to determine if the loss would
legally be considered an actual accident or gross negligence or
intentional negligence. If coverage is allowed, it would be based
on the results of the investigation, and cause and origin of the loss.
FACT:
The OFAH advertises their personal excess liability coverage
as “excess” not primary, even though it MAY drop down and
become primary once cause and origin is determined, and the
investigation is complete.
FICTION:
Other organizations state its personal liability coverage is primary
coverage.
Before you accept this statement, you should ask to see the
wording of the policy and the exact wording that indicates
that coverage is primary. Most policies have a very narrow
and limited range of what activities are covered. It should be
noted that few, if any, insurance providers in Canada provide
primary personal liability coverage.
The individual and club membership insurance programs offered
by the OFAH through Great North Wildlife Affiliates (GNWA)
is by far the best coverage available in Canada.
You should also know that there is an appointed “GNWA Insurance
Committee” for the GNWA. All four participating provinces
have representatives who meet annually with our broker to review
administration, coverages and discuss coverage improvements,
etc. As a result, the insurance program is continually evolving and
growing with changes and improvements in coverages and policy
terminology.
This program was designed by members and initiated by the
members of the GNWA / OFAH.
For more detailed information, please don’t hesitate to contact
Brian McRae at OFAH head office, 705-748-6324, ext. 246, or
at brian_mcrae@ofah.org.

