
Wild Turkey Research Project
2015 Sampling Instructions



Donation Options
1. Whole carcass including internal organs -
minus meat and ‘trophy’ parts (spurs, wings,
beard, etc.).

- or-

2. This list of parts: head/neck and a leg in one
bag. All internal organs (such as liver, lungs,
heart, kidneys, spleen and intestines in another
separate bag.



Sample Submission Form
Fill out the sample 
submission form 
and put in a bag 
(zip-lock preferred) 
then place this bag 
within the bag 
containing the 
sample.



Head & Neck
If donating whole carcass 
(option 1), please leave 

intact.
If you are keeping the 

carcass but still want to 
help (option 2)…



Option 2: Head & Neck
Remove the head and 

neck, making the cut at 
the base of the neck if 

possible (we will need to 
swab the throat), and 
place this in first bag.



CUT NECK HERE



Option 2: Leg
Remove one leg from 

the carcass and place it 
in the first bag 

containing the head 
and neck. Including the 

thigh is optional.







Kept Parts

Remove the breasts, 
other meat and 
‘trophy’ parts as 

desired.





DEBREASTED 
CARCASS



If you are donating the whole 
carcass (option 1) place it in a 

bag & include the sample form.

If donating the set of parts 
(option 2), go to next slide. 



Option 2: Internal organs

Remove the keel bone 
(sternum) to expose 
the body cavity and 

internal organs.



KEEL BONE





Option 2: Removal of internal 
organs

Remove the heart and 
place it a second bag. 

This will be the bag for 
the internal organs.



REMOVING THE HEART



Option 2: Removal of internal 
organs, continued

Beginning at remaining esophagus 
and trachea, cut out internal organs 

(i.e. entire length of the 
gastrointestinal tract) esophagus, 

crop, gizzard, intestines; spleen and 
liver will likely be attached to these 

organs (please include these as well) 



LIVER

TRACHEA &
ESOPHAGUS



INTESTINES



Option 2: Internal Organs

Place internal organs in 
the second bag (the 
first bag has the 
head/neck & leg)



2ND BAG CONTAINING INTERNAL ORGANS



Option 2: Lungs
Lungs will be attached to 
the back (behind where 
the heart was) - remove 
the lungs and place in 

the second bag 
containing the other 

organs.



LUNGS



PROCESS OF REMOVING THE LUNGS

LUNGS



Option 2: Kidneys
Kidneys will be attached to 

the lower back (behind 
where the intestines were)

Remove the kidneys and 
place in the second bag 

containing the other 
internal organs.



KIDNEYS



REMOVING THE KIDNEYS



Summary for Option 1:
Whole carcass (with 

breast, beard, tail, spurs, 
other desired external 

parts removed as 
desired) is preferable –

all go in 1 bag with 
sample form



Summary for Option 2:
Bag 1: head/neck + leg + 
sample form (within its 

own sealed bag)

Bag 2: internal organs -
spleen, liver, lungs, 
heart, kidneys and 

intestines



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE!!

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS??

Contact:
Amanda MacDonald
amacdo21@uoguelph.ca
519.993.3366

mailto:amacdo21@uoguelph.ca

