Delta Waterfowl Foundation and
Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters

2016 Youth Hunting &
Conservation Course

Course Options
July 2nd to 7th or August 2nd to 7th

Coordinated by Delta Waterfowl and Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters

Tim Cameron, Ontario Waterfowl Programs Manager, Delta Waterfowl
Jim Fisher, Director of Conservation Policy, Delta Waterfowl
Scott Petrie, Chief Executive Director, Delta Waterfowl Foundation

Introduction:
The number of waterfowl hunters in North America has declined substantially since the 1970s and the average
age of our hunters is now in the 40s. These changes can be attributed to the fact that far fewer youth are taking
up hunting today than did 30-40 years ago. This decrease in hunting participation has also caused a reduced
appreciation and understanding of the natural world and the importance of hunting in wildlife management and
conservation.
The Delta Waterfowl Foundation has responded to declining youth participation in hunting by delivering a
Youth Hunting & Conservation Course (YHCC). The YHCC provides youth with the opportunity to become
completely certified to hunt while instilling in them a keen interest in our hunting heritage and a passion for
wildlife conservation and management. This is a hands-on course which provides youth with many unique
learning opportunities that they would not receive in a traditional classroom setting.

Program Objectives:
The program objectives are to provide youth with:
1. Hunter Education, Firearms Safety and Wild Turkey Hunter Safety training, mentorship, and
certification;
2. a greater understanding and appreciation of the importance of wildlife conservation and management
and the contribution of hunters to these initiatives;
3. opportunities to participate in many hands-on activities including dog training, decoy placement, and
the cleaning and cooking of wild game;
4. knowledge about the historical and contemporary importance of Canada’s hunting heritage and wildlife
management and conservation;
5. basic knowledge about biology, wildlife ecology, and wildlife habitats;
6. future opportunities for mentorship toward a career in the field of wildlife biology.
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YHCC Participants & Fees:
The YHCC is open to 12-16 year-old Ontario youth, with enrollment open to 30 individuals in each course.
Enrollment is first come, first serve and will be open until May 15, 2016. Applicants are asked to fill out an
information package (see below). The YHCC is offered at a very affordable rate as it is subsidized by Delta
Waterfowl, Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters and several of our conservation partners (please see
bottom of next page). The total cost to participants is $500 which includes:
•

Ontario Hunter Safety Certification

•

Ontario Wild Turkey Training Course

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Firearms Safety Certification
All food

Accommodations

A one-year membership with the Delta Waterfowl Foundation
A one-year membership with Ducks Unlimited Canada

A one-year membership with the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters
A one-year membership with the Quality Deer Management Association

Various other gifts donated from Delta, OFAH and our conservation partners
Hands-on training by various hunting/wildlife professionals
Lots of fun!

Some individuals taking the course do not come from a background/family of hunters. Consequently, we offer a
limited number of spaces for parents/guardians to take the courses with their child. Cost to parents/guardians is
$500. We also offer a limited number of spaces for parents to attend the event but not to take the courses – cost
is $100 per day or $400 for the entire course. Parents/guardians interested in taking the course, or attending are
asked to fill out a separate application package and submit it with their child’s application.
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YHCC Structure and Activities:
The YHCC’s activity structure will follow a combined inside and outside classroom approach. Participants of
the YHCC will be taught by mentors during several hands-on activities. Daily activities will focus on aspects
of hunting and firearms training, our hunting heritage and wildlife biology that YHCC participants will use
throughout their lives and can share with their family and friends. The following is a list of the types of activities
and demonstrations that students will be participating in throughout the week:
•

Ontario Hunter Education, Firearms certification and the Ontario Wild Turkey Seminar

•

Canada’s waterfowling heritage

•
•
•
•
•

Wildlife identification
Retriever training

Taxidermy demonstrations

Hunting demonstrations (duck/goose calling, decoy placement, etc)
Wildlife cooking (and eating)

Delta Waterfowl and OFAH would like to thank
the following organizations for their support:
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2016 Youth Hunting &
Conservation Course

Application Form
July 2rd to 7th or August 2nd to 7th
Enrollment is offered on a first come, first serve basis.
The closing date for applications is May 15, 2016

Select course (please circle): A) July 2nd to 7th |

B) August 2nd to 7th | C) Either Course

Please return this completed application form and all accompanying documents to:
Tim Cameron, Ontario Waterfowl Programs Manager
Delta Waterfowl Foundation
P.O. Box 770
Simcoe, Ontario N3Y 4T2
Successful applicants will be notified by June 1, 2016. At that time, a more detailed list of activities and
additional information/forms will be sent for completion by applicants and parents/guardians. At this time
all participants will be required to send in their course fees of $500.00 (cheque payable to: Delta Waterfowl
Foundation). Course fees and additional forms should be mailed to the above address.

Background information:
Applicant name:____________________________________________________________________________		
							
Street address: _____________________________________________________________________________		
						
City: ___________________________________ Province:________________ Postal Code:______________
Phone: ________________________________Parent/guardian e-mail: ______________________________
Birth Date (must be 12 years of age by July 3, 2016): ________________________________________________
Signature of Applicant: _____________________________________________Date:___________________
Signature of Parent/guardian: _______________________________________ Date: ___________________
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Have you successfully completed and passed the Firearms Safety, Hunter Education or
Turkey Course in the past?

How did you find out about this course?

How did you become interested in wildlife, conservation and our hunting heritage?

List your specific science and/or wildlife-related interests:

List your hobbies and/or extracurricular activities:

Describe any volunteer/community service work that you have been involved with:

How much experience do you have with hunting and do your parents/guardians hunt?
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Emergency Information Form - Confidential
Medical Insurance:
Health Card # (or equivalent): ________________________________________________________		
					
Name of other insurer(s) and policy numbers: ___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Policy Holder (if not applicant): ________________________________________________
Policy holder guarantees that additional insurance is in effect for the duration of the Youth Hunting &
Conservation Course.
Signature of Policy Holder: _______________________________________ Date: _____________

Health Information:
Please list any allergies, drug sensitivities, regular medications and other information that might be
of significance to a physician or hospital treating you during an emergency:
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Please also list any dietary needs or concerns (e.g., vegetarian, lactose intolerant, etc):

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact:
Please provide contact particulars for someone that can be reached in an emergency, during the
Youth Hunting & Conservation Course.
Name:_____________________________________________ Relationship: ____________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone:_______________________Work:___________________Cell: ___________________
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Acknowledgment & Assumption of Risk Form
Youth Hunting & Conservation Course, 2016.
Applicant name: ___________________________________________________________________
					

I am aware that during field trips, exchanges or other excursions in which I am participating under the
arrangements of Delta Waterfowl Foundation, certain risks and dangers may occur, including but not limited to
the hazards of traveling, accidents or illness in remote places without medical facilities, the forces of nature and
travel by air, train, automobile or other means as well as exposure to customs and practices of societies different
from our own. Accordingly, I understand that despite its efforts, Delta Waterfowl Foundation may not be able
to ensure my complete safety at all times from such risks and dangers.
More particularly, I appreciate that the Delta Waterfowl Foundation does not carry accident or injury insurance
for my benefit and also that there may be certain matters for which I could be at fault personally if the
accompanying circumstances do not relate to or arise from my education or if my activities or conduct fall short
of what would be considered a reasonable standard for an individual in my position. In these cases, I agree to be
accountable in all respects for my own actions and not to ask the Delta Waterfowl Foundation or its employees
to accept the consequences thereof; further, I agree to be responsible for any claims made against the Delta
Waterfowl Foundation in relation to such actions.
I acknowledge that I will be living in a rural setting, that I understand the threats associated with contracting
Lyme disease, and that I have read the attached information sheet on the prevention and medical treatment
associated with Lyme disease.
I acknowledge that I have been advised by the Delta Waterfowl Foundation of such risks and dangers as well as
the need to act in a responsible manner at all times. My signature below is given freely in order to indicate my
participation in the “Youth Hunting & Conservation Course”.
Applicant signature: _____________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Parent/guardian signature: _______________________________________ Date: _____________________
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Youth Hunting & Conservation Course Document Check-List
Please ensure you have included the following items in your application package for the YHCC:

 Completed and signed YHCC Application Form
 Emergency Information Form
 Acknowledgement & Assumption of Risk Form
To be eligible, application must be post-marked by May 15, 2016 and sent to:
Tim Cameron, Ontario Waterfowl Programs Manager
Delta Waterfowl Foundation
P.O. Box 770
Simcoe, Ontario N3Y 4T2
For additional information or questions contact:
Tim Cameron, Ontario Waterfowl Programs Manager
Delta Waterfowl Foundation
tcameron@deltawaterfowl.org
Note: Applicants will be notified of acceptance by June 1, 2016.
Additional instructions and forms / documents will be distributed at this time.

The course will be taught at 546 Turkey Point Road | Turkey Point, Ontario N0E 1P0
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