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We would like to acknowledge and thank support staff and 
committee members who contribute a broad range of knowle-
dge and diverse experience with the agriculture sector and fish 
and wildlife issues associated with agriculture. Many are invol-
ved in local and regional stewardship initiatives, including ALUS 
Canada. -- Kerry Coleman, Chair, Agriculture Liaison Committee

Who are we?

Introduction

Kerry Coleman (Zone F)
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Wild pigs (wild boar, feral domestic pigs, hybrids) are non-native to North 
America resulting from farm escapes and intentional releases. Although 
many wild pigs have wild boar genes, most wild pigs are hybrids. The OFAH 
is very concerned about wild pig populations permanently establishing 
in Ontario. They can be very destructive. They can impact local flora and 
fauna, cause crop damage and can spread disease. The OFAH is working 
with governments and other stakeholders to establish priorities and an 
action plan for eliminating and preventing the establishment of wild 
pig populations in Ontario. Committee member connections with the 
agriculture sector, such as the Ontario Pork Producers, is assisting with this 
effort. 

Wild pigs
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The committee has been getting regular updates and tracking government 
progress to address gaps and areas of high risk for the introduction and 
spread of CWD in Ontario. Progress has been made, but cervid farms 
are still a major concern because of their potential to introduce CWD to 
Ontario. 

Chronic wasting disease
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Chronic wasting disease
This has been an ongoing agenda item for this committee. This refers to 
both crop and livestock depredation. Hunting has been and will continue 
to be one of the most effective means of reducing wildlife problems. 

Wildlife/human conflict
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The OFAH has been pushing the Canadian Wildlife Service to introduce a 
Sandhill Crane hunting season in Ontario. 

Sandhill Cranes
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Sandhill Cranes
This bill will result in stricter enforcement and larger fines for trespass, 
primarily related to threats to food security and reducing stress to farm 
animals. 

Bill 156 -- Farm Trespass Bill
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This is a proposal that would allow Crown land to be sold and converted to 
farmland. The OFAH is concerned about the loss of forest habitat and the 
increased potential for human/wildlife contacts.

Northern Agriculture 
Land Use Changes
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Pesticides are essential for modern agriculture, but there is also concern 
about the impact on wildlife. It is important that all regulations and 
guidelines for pesticide use be followed. In 2019, the committee worked 
on a draft policy on the use of pesticides in agriculture and forestry. The 
draft policy is currently being reviewed by other relevant committees with 
the intention of presenting it to the board of directors in the near future. 

Pesticide Policy 


