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We are the VOICE of anglers and hunters on 
all issues related to fishing, hunting, and fish 
and wildlife conservation management to…

LEAD the fishing and hunting community as 
champions of conservation

RESTORE fish and wildlife populations and 
the habitats that support them

SUPPORT grassroots community involve-
ment in conservation

COMMUNICATE conservation issues

ADVOCATE for evidence-based fish and 
wildlife conservation management

INFLUENCE government decisions to bene-
fit anglers, hunters and conservation

CULTIVATE the next generation of conser-
vationists

PROTECT the rights and traditions of an-
glers and hunters

PROMOTE the wise use of our fish and 
wildlife resources

ENHANCE the quantity and quality of sus-
tainable fishing and hunting opportunities

ENGAGE youth and the public in fishing and 
hunting

EDUCATE and provide awareness on the 
benefits of fishing and hunting

ENCOURAGE safe and responsible partici-
pation in fishing and hunting

INVEST in conservation, science and re-
search

Visit www.ofah.org/finance to view the 2022 financial summary

OUR MANDATE
The Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters takes The Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters takes 
action on outdoor issues, supports fish and wildlife con-action on outdoor issues, supports fish and wildlife con-
servation and outdoor education at the grassroots level, servation and outdoor education at the grassroots level, 
and stands up for the traditions of fishing, hunting and and stands up for the traditions of fishing, hunting and 
trapping.trapping.
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PROVINCIAL ELECTION 
INFLUENCE

Fishing and hunting contribute to a triple bottom line with enormous economic, environmental, and social benefits 
to the people of Ontario. Leading into the 2022 provincial election, the OFAH made it a priority to remind govern-
ment of the significance of investing in the outdoors. 

Modest investments through post-pandemic recovery plans can leverage massive returns so we asked the govern-
ment to invest in a green economy and outline priorities for wildlife, fisheries and conservation in Ontario.

The full picture of what we asked for can be found at www.ofah.org/election2022. 

ADVOCACY and INFLUENCE



4

NEW TURKEY SEASONS A WIN 
FOR CONSERVATION

The OFAH has long advocated for additional turkey hunting seasons in Ontario where the population can sustain 
them. So we were pleased to see in 2022 that the MNRF introduced new fall seasons in seven Wildlife Manage-
ment Units -- WMUs 60, 63, 69, 70, 74, 75 and 86. These new seasons will be open Oct. 1 to 31 each year.

"The opening of more fall seasons validates this conservation success story as it shows how well reintroduction of 
wild turkeys has worked in Ontario," then OFAH Resource Management Specialist Lauren Tonelli told OOD's Steve 
Galea in the May 2022 edition of the magazine.



Changes to the 2022 Ontario Fishing Regulations provided the OFAH with an opportunity to share concerns with 
the government over how some of the changes would impact anglers in different areas of the province. We provid-
ed the government with an official submission on the subject, and talked directly to our members in OOD about the 
concerns we shared. Grab your copy of the March 2022 Fishing Annual, or login at www.oodmag.com to view the 
digital version. An image of our spread, complete with comments and concerns, can also be found below.

IMPACTS OF FISHING REG 
CHANGES
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OFAH ON MOOSE
In May of 2021, the OFAH wrote the Ministry to underscore the importance and value of Moose Aerial Inventories, 
and in March of 2022 we went public, calling on the government to provide a clearer picture of moose populations 
in Ontario. Our public comments echoed what was in our letter to the government, where we asked them to ad-
dress funding for MAIs with increased investment, provide clarity about how hunter information is used and, among 
other things, investigate opportunities to conduct MAIs without the need for a snow conditions.
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ACTION ON WILD PIGS
Over the last couple years, the government has changed its entire approach to dealing with the threat of wild pigs 
and the OFAH is proud of being a driving force in making these positive changes happen. Our non-stop pressure on 
this issue has paid off as wild pigs are now restricted under the Invasive Species Act. Pigs can’t be released into the 
environment, farming Eurasian wild boar will be phased out over the next two years and hunting wild pigs is now 
prohibited. This last point is unpopular with some hunters, but the science is clear that hunting wild pigs ultimately 
makes the problem worse. The OFAH has long recognized the threats posed by wild pigs and these changes are a 
direct result of recommendations we made and political pressure that we applied to convince the government to 
do more. 



In 2022, the OFAH invested significant time and resources into advocating for all firearms owners at all levels of 
government. At the municipal level we were active on both Sunday gun hunting and discharge of firearms by-law 
issues, while, at the provincial level, our efforts to influence government and its approach to firearms and fire-
arm-related issues, had a few layers to it. Ahead of the municipal election we asked political parties to commit to 
permitting Sunday gun hunting province-wide and asked that they consider creating guidelines for municipalities 
to follow when it comes to restricting firearms within its jurisdictions. We also wrote Premier Doug Ford and asked 
that his government oppose Bill C-21.

Speaking of C-21, we can't fill out this section without addressing the federal firearms issues. Our script on that was 
consistent all year long as we asked government, both behind closed doors and publicly, to avoid bans, to consult 
with firearms owners and to target criminals over law-abiding firearms owners. We also pressured them to stop 
using firearms as a political wedge and to focus time and resources on root causes of firearms violence in Canada. 

Spoiler alert if you're just getting caught up -- we saw some movement on this file in early 2023. You can get details 
on all this and more at www.ofah.org/firearms.
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FIREARMS ADVOCACY AT ALL 
LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT



For decades, the OFAH has been a key player in discussions about the policies and practices in and around the 
Great Lakes that continue to advance conservation in the basin. In May 2022, the OFAH went to Ottawa for Great 
Lakes Day on Parliament Hill and while there with some partner groups, we promoted the value of the Great Lakes 
and provided government officials with a list of shared priorities for the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River -- 
priorities that included improving bi-national dialogue, enhancing coordination and governance of domestic fresh-
water management, the impacts of climate change, and more.

GREAT LAKES DAY ON 
PARLIAMENT HILL
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OFAH INSIDE ACCESS 
WEBINARS

The OFAH Inside Access webinar series continued to inform members in 2022, with dedicated events on the moose 
allocation system and another on the changes to the Migratory Game Bird Regulations.

MOOSE: In the spring of 2022, the Ministry published information on the results of the 2021 moose allocation, 
including the number of points used to get tags. This was highly sought-after information that hunters wanted and 
needed to inform their 2022 applications, so with that in mind, the OFAH invited Ministry staff to present and an-
swer questions on the 2021 results as part of the ongoing OFAH Inside Access webinar series. The event was host-
ed by OFAH Manager of Policy Mark Ryckman, and featured Dr. Patrick Hubert, senior wildlife policy advisor with 
the MNRF's Wildlife Section, drawing viewers from all across Ontario and as far afield as British Columbia, Florida, 
and California.

MGB: On July 30th, 2022, significant changes to migratory game bird hunting came into effect in an effort to mod-
ernize the regulations. This marks the first major comprehensive update since 1918. 

Some of the changes included: the elimination of Waterfowler Heritage Days and the introduction of free migra-
tory game bird hunting permit and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Stamp for youth/minors (under 18 years of age). 
Others included permitting the use of crossbows, a prohibition on use of drones, introduction of the concept of 
‘preservation,’ with preserved birds no longer counting towards possession limit, changes to labeling requirements, 
allowing hunters to leave either a fully feathered head or wing on unpreserved birds, allowing the donation of har-
vested birds for charitable purposes, and a new prohibition on the abandonment of harvested birds.

To discuss these changes, in September the OFAH hosted an Inside Access event with staff from the Canadian 
Wildlife Service, reaching members/viewers from every corner of Ontario.

WATCH both webinars at www.ofah.org/insideaccess.

KEEPING YOU CONNECTED TO IMPORTANT ISSUES 



Delivered to your fingertips all year long, be it the hard copy in your mail-
box or the digital version on your preferred device, the pages of Ontario 
OUT of DOORS are always full of information anglers and hunters need 
to know. Specific to the OFAH, the Insider pages that are part of "THE 
OPENER" provide readers with a unique ground-floor look at the policy 
issues and OFAH program stories of the day.
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OFAH INSIDER IN 
ONTARIO OUT OF DOORS



From March Break Lake Trout in Episode 1 to Flippin' Largemouth in Episode 13, the 2022 season of Angler and 
Hunter Television with Mike Miller was action-packed and informative. Mike, along with his daughter August, hit 
the woods and waters across Ontario to harvest deer, turkey and bear while hauling on some monster muskies, 
Nipigon brookies and topwater smallies all while spreading the word and brand of the OFAH within households 
across the country.

WATCH Mike and August on all their adventures through the AHTV YouTube Channel. 
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KEEPING YOU INFORMED AND 
ENTERTAINED WITH AHTV 
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SHOWING OUT FOR 
#CAMODAY AND HERITAGE 

DAY
For the eighth year in a row, using the power of social media, the OFAH was at the forefront of generating aware-
ness of National Hunting, Trapping and Fishing Heritage Day. Mixed within our usual policy and program content, 
our channels across all platforms were plastered with messaging promoting NHTFHD and the value of the outdoors 
while underscoring the importance of our hunting, trapping, and fishing heritage.
	 As part of the promotion, the OFAH also celebrated what we dub as #camoday, where we ask Canadians from 
coast-to-coast-coast to wear their camo best and share photos with us online. We use that user-generated content 
to further spread the message around the importance of the outdoors, showing that anglers, hunters and trappers 
come from all walks of life and reside in all areas of the province.
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SUPPORTING COMMUNITY 
HATCHERIES

Community hatcheries — 36 of them to be exact — weathered the many challenges of operating during a pandemic 
in 2021 to raise and stock millions of fish into Ontario waters. The Ministry provided 2021 funding to support the 
Community Hatchery Program (CHP) administered by the OFAH, however, with pandemic-related increased costs 
of running community hatcheries and on-going safety concerns around hosting traditional fundraising events, com-
munity hatcheries needed further financial support. The OFAH stepped up with an additional $10,000 contribution 
made available in 2022 to assist with operations.

The CHP also focused on helping community hatcheries with volunteer recruitment and developing new resources 
to make it easier for managers to train volunteers on aquaculture practices. The program also provided financial 
support in 2022 to create educational resources and conduct training for community hatcheries.

INVESTING IN CONSERVATION
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COMMUNITY 
CONSERVATION FUND

For years the OFAH Conservation Lottery supported many provincial conservation efforts and even provided spe-
cific support to OFAH clubs who sold tickets on our behalf. Pre-pandemic, the OFAH was already shifting toward 
online fundraising through new initiatives that made for a more convenient, accessible, and efficient lottery system,  
though it removed the potential for proceeds of club-based selling to go back into community conservation.

Through the Community Conservation Fund (CCF), the OFAH is now supporting the conservation and outreach ef-
forts of clubs with a new, focused process. This program revives and expands a funding program that recognizes the 
important volunteer-driven conservation work happening in communities throughout Ontario and is in addition to 
the traditional support our conservation lotteries provide to provincial-scale initiatives every year.

The CCF makes available $40,000 in funding each year for conservation work. In 2022, it helped fund projects for  
the following groups: Manitoulin Streams Improvement Association, Youth Pheasant Hunt Huron Perth, Friends of 
Hullett and the Dryden District Conservation Club (DDCC).

Go to www.ofah.org/insider to read more about these projects.



When weather conditions are severe, and data predicts 
a high probability of die-off in deer, emergency feeding 
might be a necessary action to help deer survive the 
winter.

This was the case during the winter of 2022 in north-
western Ontario. That's when the Dryden District Con-
servation Club stepped up and assisted the Ministry 
with feeding deer and breaking trails, using $10,000 in 
funding from the OFAH DeerSave fund.

About the OFAH DeerSave Fund
The fund was established in 1995 to help members, 
clubs, and partners deliver emergency winter deer con-
servation programs across the province.

To help replenish funds for future DeerSave efforts, 
please consider donating to the OFAH at www.ofah.
org/donate.

DEER SAVE INVESTMENT

In 2022 the OFAH and partners awarded three differ-
ent grants worth $4,000 each to university students 
researching fish and wildlife topics aimed at helping 
to improve resource management. The criteria includ-
ed graduates or post-graduate university students re-
searching a fish and wildlife topic, and whose findings 
would benefit Ontario’s fish and/or wildlife manage-
ment.

Have a look at the image on the right to learn more 
about the students and the projects funded through 
the grant program.

STUDENT 
RESEARCH 
GRANTS
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NXT-GEN AMBASSADORS
The second group of OFAH NXT-GEN Ambassadors provided valuable insight on their perspectives of the outdoors 
throughout all levels of the organization in 2022.
	 These Ambassadors served as spokespersons and influencers for the OFAH while gaining valuable experi-
ence, connections, and insights into fishing and hunting and other conservation management topics. This group 
represents a mix of some returnees from the inaugural year of the program and some new faces as well. See below 
for more on who they are and where they are from. 

FOCUS ON THE NEXT GENERATION



OFFERING EXPERIENCE 
THROUGH INTERNSHIPS

Two of our great partners continue to help us offer valuable internship opportunities to students wishing to find 
careers in the outdoors industry. Both the OFAH/BrokerLink Conservation Internship and the OFAH/Fitzsimons 
Financial Group Inc. Fish & Wildlife Conservation Internship provided opportunities for two recent graduates to 
work with OFAH fish and wildlife professionals on a range of policy and conservation program projects.
	 These interns worked alongside our Policy & Programs department biologists and managers, gaining experi-
ence in fish and wildlife policy review and development and following their internships, both landed employment 
with the OFAH as part of the ALUS Peterborough Program.
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NASP is an in-school curriculum-based archery program, and one of its many benefits is the opportunity it provides 
to students to represent their school in the annual provincial championship tournament. In 2022, 11 schools and 
209 students from Red Lake to Windsor ran the tournament in their own gyms, with awards handed out to the top 
five archers in each division and age category, along with the top team in each division.

The top scoring girl, Jordan Sheehan of Tilbury District High School, and boy, Jacob Soudant from Holy Cross Sec-
ondary in Kingston, each received a special edition Genesis bow, exclusive to top shooters in the provincial cham-
pionships. They are pictured above.

“The OFAH is proud to deliver the NASP program as part of our investment in outdoor education in our schools,” says 
NASP Coordinator Tim Watts.

ON TARGET: NASP 
TOURNAMENT A HIT
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For 30 years now the Invading Species Awareness Program (ISAP) has educated the public on the risks posed by 
invasive species. We’ve come a long way from our humble beginnings with minimal staff running the Zebra Mussel 
Hotline, to now finding ourselves educating Ontario’s public on the prevention, identification, management, and 
tracking of over 400 invasive species, including handling over 1,000 hotline calls each year. 

Responding to invasive species is certainly not an easy trail to tread, but alongside a longstanding partner, the Min-
istry of Natural Resources and Forestry, as well as many other contributing partners, we have been able to continue 
the collective fight for three decades as we work together to protect Ontario’s terrestrial and aquatic landscapes.

Thirty years of work has led us to some significant things, including to name a few:

	 • preventing the introduction/spread of Asian carps into the Canadian waters of the Great Lakes
• combating mysterysnails with the help of over 300 volunteers in Haliburton County

• preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species through our volunteer Water Steward Program.
• working with volunteers to monitor landscapes for wild pigs through our Wild Pig Surveillance Program

ISAP THRIVING AT 30
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OFAH ZONES 
AND BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

COMMITTED 
TO CONSERVATION

The OFAH is fortunate to have a dedicated group of mem-
bers who volunteer many hours year after year, including 
hours that cut into their personal fishing and hunting time, 
to sit on the OFAH Board of Directors, Zone Executives, 
and participate in a number of advisory committees. These 
dedicated folks are located from one end of the province 
to the other and bring a broad range of personal and pro-
fessional knowledge and experience to the organization.

Even though the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic 
meant that 2022 saw us experience some of the same 
things that the previous two years did, that didn't stop 
these volunteers from connecting and engaging with our 
members at the grassroots level.
	
In 2022 we saw the return of some local hunts, fish-
ing derbies and range days, while zone meetings saw 
some held in-person and others over Zoom, which helped 
expose countless members and prospective members to 
the organization.

With the future in mind, we have continued to invest in 
more research and planning around how OFAH can best 
serve our members. We know we need to be responsive 
to the shifting needs of anglers and hunters across the 
province and we are committed to developing a modern, 
progressive, and forward-looking organization that plays 
a key role in delivering a better future for fishing, hunting, 
and conservation in Ontario.

Ongoing involvement and action on behalf of anglers and 
hunters is needed to keep people fishing and hunting, help 
them get started, and make fish and wildlife conservation 
a top priority today to keep fishing and hunting strong in 
Ontario for generations to come.



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President – Dan Elliott (Aylmer)
1st Vice President – Rick Moore (Keewatin)
2nd Vice President – Gerry Giesler (Powassan)
Treasurer – Stephen Huntley (Beeton)
Past President – Rob Hare (Keswick)
Past President – Kerry Coleman (Oxford Mills)

Zone A

Chair – Chris Bonner-Vickers (Fort Frances)
1st Vice Chair – Loretta Bilous (Dryden)
2nd Vice Chair & Alt. Dir. – Justin McGinnis (Kenora)
Secretary/Treasurer – Crystal Gray (Emo)
2nd Alternate Director – Roy DeCorte (Atikokan)

Zone B

Chair – Josef Brecka (Thunder Bay)
1st Vice Chair – Jeff Bevilacqua (Thunder Bay)
2nd Vice Chair & Alt. Dir. – Vince Falcigno (Thunder Bay)
Secretary/Treasurer & 2nd Alt. Dir. – Matt Witiluk (Thunder Bay)
Director – Carmen Woodcock (Thunder Bay)

Zone C

Chair – Peter Sword (New Liskeard)
1st Vice Chair – David Chenier (Haileybury)
2nd Vice Chair & Alt. Dir. – Gerry Stroud (Temagami)
Secretary/Treasurer – Tom Woollings (Kirkland Lake)
2nd Alternate Director – Randy Bukovec (Kirkland Lake)

Zone D

Chair – Roy Polsky (Val Caron)
1st Vice Chair – Gerry Giesler (Powassan)
2nd Vice Chair & Alt. Dir. – Glen Polsky Jr. (Hanmer)
Secretary Treasurer & 2nd Alt. Dir. – Debbie Halverson (Copper Cliff)
Director – Dan Polsky (Sturgeon Falls)

Zone E

Chair – Eric Smith (Arnprior)
1st Vice Chair – John Hinton (Bridgenorth)
2nd Vice Chair & Alt. Dir. – John Hockley (Hampton)
Secretary/Treasurer & Alt. Dir. – Taylor Smith (Selwyn)
Director – Brian Sutcliffe (Griffith)

Zone F

Chair – Kerry Coleman (Oxford Mills)
1st Vice Chair – Merrill Elliott (Carleton Place)
2nd Vice Chair & Alt. Dir. – Donn MacMillan (Finch)
Secretary/Treasurer & 2nd Alt. Dir. – Ben Storey (Ottawa)
Director – Bob Emery (Kingston)

Zone G

Chair – Steve Laird (Uxbridge)
1st Vice Chair – Chris Roman (Toronto)
2nd Vice Chair & Alt. Dir. – Kyle McKibbon (Scarborough)
Secretary/Treasurer – David Dixon (Port Perry)

Zone H

Chair – Michael Evers (Innisfil)
1st Vice Chair – Chris Geberdt (Dashwood)
2nd Vice Chair & Alt. Dir. – John Ford (Owen Sound)
Director – Stu Paterson (Georgian Bluffs)

Zone J

Chair – Greg Balch (London)
1st Vice Chair – Ray Boilard (Windsor)
2nd Vice Chair & Alt. Dir. – Mark Braet (Petrolia)
Secretary/Treasurer & 2nd Alt. Dir. – Paul Prowse (St. Marys)
Director – Randy MacPherson (Waterloo)

Directors-at-Large

Spyros Chrysochou (Hastings)

Provincial Directors-at-Large

Maya Basdeo (Ancaster)
Bill Blackwell (Port Perry)
Chris Davies (Lakefield)
Tony Jackson (Fullarton)
Joseph Wilson (Mono)

List as of March 31, 2023
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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