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Mr. Anthony Leardi

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Health
Room 213/213A

Main Legislative Building, Queen's Park
Toronto, Ontario

M7A1A5

Dear Mr. Leardi:
Subject: OFAH Membership Letter to Support Legalizing Wild Game Donations in Ontario

The Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters Membership (OFAH) is Ontario’s largest,
non-profit, fish and wildlife conservation-based organization, representing 100,000
members, subscribers and supporters, and 700 member clubs. We are writing to urge the
Ontario government to consider regulatory amendments to enable the safe and
documented donation of sustainably harvested wild game meat to Ontario Food Banks.

Food insecurity is a growing concern across Ontario and, as it grows, the need for new
sources of protein at food banks intensifies. Since conventional sources of protein are
expensive and rarely part of the typical donation regime, members of the hunting
community are uniquely positioned to help with this issue. Wild game meat is healthy,
sustainable, and culturally significant for indigenous communities in particular, and the
OFAH believes that donations of this kind should be allowed in Ontario.

Although we appreciate concerns around food handling practices, the success of other
Canadian provinces and territories that currently allow wild game donations sets a clear
precedent for the safe implementation of this idea.

Is it important to note that, if the province is willing to consider such a regulation change,
there is still need for a well-maintained system of checks and balances to avoid sustainability
concerns. The OFAH is acutely aware that the distribution of wild game to food banks, if
implemented ineffectively, could potentially result in higher-than-normal harvest levels for
certain big game species.
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For this reason, we encourage the Ontario government to consider how an allowance for
wild meat donations might be geographically restricted to ensure that donations stay local.
It is likely that, by the time an individual or group is looking to donate meat to a distant
community, they will have already taken care of their own needs, the needs of their family,
friends, and local community, and would therefore require additional harvest to sustain a
donation elsewhere. Restricting donations by geography may help to reduce the risk of such
an issue, but we are happy to discuss this topic with the appropriate agencies and
stakeholders to determine if a path forward exists that would help those in need while
avoiding threats to the health of Ontario’s game populations.

Thank you for your consideration.
Yours in Conservation,

Ul Ayh

Mark Ryckman
Manager of Policy
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cc:  Ashley Quan, Senior Manager, Research & Government Relations, Feed Ontario

OFAH Membership Board of Directors
Matt DeMille, Executive Director



