
 
June 4, 2024 
 
 
 
 
Hon. Gary Anandasangaree 
Minister of Public Safety 
Public Safety Canada 
269 Laurier Avenue West 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0P8 
 
gary.anand@parl.gc.ca 
 
Dear Minister Anandasangaree: 
 
On behalf of Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters Membership (OFAH), Ontario’s 
largest, non-profit, fish and wildlife conservation-based organization, representing 100,000 
members, subscribers and supporters, and 700 member clubs, I would like to extend my 
sincere congratulations on your re-election and appointment as Minister of Public Safety. 
As you assume responsibility for policies that affect millions of law-abiding Canadians, I 
would like to share our perspective on the federal firearms policy and offer our cooperation 
in advancing genuine public safety solutions. 
 
The OFAH is fortunate to have a committed and passionate membership that brings diverse 
backgrounds and perspectives to this conversation. Our members are hunters. They are 
recreational shooters. They are gun collectors. Many are all of the above. Despite holding a 
variety of ideologies and opinions, our members share a common desire for clear, 
transparent, and evidence-based gun laws. Over 670,000 Ontario residents hold a valid 
Possession and Acquisition Licence and all of them recognize the government’s 
responsibility to keep Canadians safe. 
 
Hunting, fishing, and trapping are deeply intertwined with Canada's heritage, having played 
a foundational role in the country's economic, cultural, and social development. In our report 
Economic Footprint of Angling, Hunting, Trapping and Sport Shooting in Canada, it was 
estimated that these activities contributed $13.2 billion to Canada’s GDP and supported 
nearly 107,000 Canadian jobs in 2018.  
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We were encouraged by the Speech from the Throne’s commitment to enhance border 
security and stem the flow of illegal guns and drugs, which represents the most critical 
battleground in reducing gun violence. Notably, the government also says it will take these 
steps while protecting the rights of law-abiding gun owners and Indigenous Peoples’ 
longstanding hunting traditions. Canada’s gun community is understandably skeptical 
about this commitment, given that they have seen their property prohibited with the stroke 
of a pen.  
 
One doesn’t need to be an expert in border security to see the glaring gaps in our security 
infrastructure. For example, in testimony to the Standing Committee on Public Safety and 
National Security (SECU), it was revealed that Canada border security only inspects one 
one-millionth of all rail cargo entering our country. Filling a gap of that magnitude will not 
happen overnight, so it is imperative for the government to take immediate steps to rectify 
this and other holes in our border.  
 
Mounting evidence from jurisdictions with similar bans demonstrates that bans on 
handguns and semi-automatic firearms fail to reduce gun violence meaningfully. Legal gun 
owners, who commit crimes at rates significantly lower than the general population, are not 
the source of Canada’s gun violence problem.  
 
The federal government’s expanding prohibitions – now encompassing over 2,000 models 
including semi-automatic rifles and shotguns that had been reasonably and legally used for 
the purposes of hunting - have fostered a sense among many gun owners that these 
restrictions will continue indefinitely, eventually encompassing common bolt-action rifles 
and pump shotguns.  
 
The compensation program represents not just a massive financial drain - likely ballooning 
into billions of dollars - but an opportunity cost that diverts precious resources from proven 
crime-fighting initiatives. Youth diversion programs, gang reduction strategies, and border 
security investments would deliver measurable impacts on public safety while 
demonstrating responsible stewardship of taxpayer resources and respect for Canadian 
gun owners. 
 
The expanding scope of prohibitions has created immeasurable hardship for gun ranges, 
firearm businesses, and individual gun owners, while eroding trust between the federal 
government and law-abiding citizens. Canada's gun community understandably feels 
marginalized despite their exemplary record of legal compliance and commitment to 
safety. 
 
Canada’s future is steeped in economic turmoil. The most fiscally prudent approach is to 
cancel the firearms compensation program and divert those resources to areas where we 
can make a tangible difference to public safety. This would necessitate reversing gun bans 
imposed since May 2020, but would free up significant resources for proven initiatives that 
address the root causes of gun violence. 
 

…..3  



 
 

OFAH MEMBERSHIP 

-3- 
 
We believe meaningful dialogue between government and stakeholders offers the most 
promising path forward. Rather than continuing policies that divide Canadians while failing 
to enhance safety, we can work together on solutions that tackle gun violence at its source. 
The OFAH brings decades of experience and genuine commitment to public safety to this 
conversation. 
 
We respectfully request the opportunity to meet and discuss our concerns and 
recommendations in details. Gun owners deserve policies grounded in evidence rather 
than politics, and all Canadians deserve effective use of public resources in pursuit of 
genuine safety improvements. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to productive dialogue and partnership 
in addressing these critical issues. 
 
Yours in Conservation, 

 
Matt DeMille 
Executive Director 
 
MD/jb 
 
cc: OFAH Membership Board of Directors 
 OFAH Firearms/Recreational Shooting/Hunter Education Advisory Committee 
 Mark Ryckman, OFAH Manager of Policy 
 Chris Robinson, OFAH Manager of Programs 
 


